
 

 

The Vine is a publication of the National Women’s Ministries Team of the BGCC 

You Are a Part of a Network 

We need to Build A Network of our 

churches, people, and missionaries 

and engage them as a team 

working together to accomplish 

great things for God locally,           

nationally and internationally.  

       Check out bgc360.ca  

 

Planning a ladies event and 

want to invite in a speaker? 

Check out Speaker Resources 

on the BGC website for bios 

and ideas! 

Why Women’s Ministries in 2017 

Impact Partnerships Needed 

Women’s Ministries continues through the 

generous support of BGC churches and indi-

viduals. Help impact 

our communities for 

Christ with valuable 

resources provided in 

partnership with the 

National Women’s 

Ministries Team.  

 

Go to www.bgc.ca/about-us/donate 

National Celebration 2017 

Come join church families from across 

the nation to celebrate what God is 

doing in and through the BGCC! Check 

out www.bgc.ca/events/celebration for 

more details. 

June 22-24th 

Camp Nakamum, 
near Edmonton, AB 

  

 

“Why Women’s Ministries?” is a question I 

have been asked often in the past couple of months. 

Does it continue to serve a purpose in 2017 or is it 

simply a model that has lost its meaning? Shouldn’t 

women simply participate in church services, small 

groups and various ministries along with the rest of the 

body, rather than needing a ministry specifically for 

women? And what about the women who don’t feel 

like they belong in typical women’s ministry groups? 

Women are too busy to attend planned events; maybe 

we should disband Women’s Ministry teams? 

Honestly, I considered myself a women’s ministry “drop 

out” for many years so the irony of becoming a director 

of women’s ministries has not been lost on me. For a 

long time, I didn’t feel like I fit in. I wasn’t married and 

didn’t have kids. All of that changed with a simple invi-

tation into a group of women and inclusion in conversa-

tion (even without a husband or kids). It was an invita-

tion to learn and experience situations that have 

shaped me as a follower of Jesus and enables me to 

serve in the Body of Christ more effectively.  

As BGC Women’s Minis-

tries, our mission is to 

enable the complex and 

diverse women from 

coast to coast to mature 

in their faith and reach 

their potential in ministry 

to all people.  

Women find themselves in multifaceted situations every 

day; situations at work, with their families, in their com-

munities and elsewhere. Men and women are alike in 

many ways but do have distinctives that differentiate 

them through expectations and socialization and it is an 

asset to address these distinctives intentionally. Purpose-

ful women’s ministry has enormous potential to minister 

to lost and hurting women who are drawn to authentic 

community grounded in Scripture and in relationship with 

Jesus Christ. When we are functioning within the Body we 

see women who are maturing in their faith and doing the 

hard things that God has called them to do. Women who 

are maturing in their faith and ministering to all people 

alongside their brothers in Christ, not in competition with 

them. 

In Scriptures we see Jesus ministering to and with women. 

Women who travelled with and financially supported  

Jesus and his disciples (Luke 8:1-3); women who he purpo-

sefully discipled (Luke 10:38-42); women he raised up to 

evangelize (John 4:1-42); women who ministered to Jesus 

as he prepared for the Cross (Mark 14:1-9); and women 

who stayed with and cared for Jesus during his death and 

burial, and were the first to witness the Resurrection (Luke 

23:48-49, 55-56; 24:1-11).  

We also see women ministering to other women in the 

early church. Women who served others and loved well 

(Acts 9:36-41); women responsible for seeing their whole 

family believe and be baptized (Acts 16:11-15); and wo-

men who actively discipled younger believers (Titus 2:3-5). 

Continued on page 2 

Baptist General Conference of Canada 

National Women’s Ministries 

Resource Newsletter 

    Spring 2017 John 15:5 

Want to get connected to wo-

men and re-

sources from 

across Canada? 

Get connected 

to The Vine!

www.canadianbaptistwomen.com 

   

bgc360.ca
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http://www.bgc.ca/events/celebration
http://www.bgc.ca/sites/default/files/u50/Celebration%20Brochure%202017c.pdf
http://www.canadianbaptistwomen.com


 

 

Why Women’s Minsitries continued from page 1 

Many of us tend to think immediately of formal programs 

when this subject arises but Women’s Ministries is so much 

more than events. It’s women ministering to other women 

“to encourage and equip so each woman can respond to 

the call of God in their lives” and can be done in a variety of 

ways within a healthy congregation—from large groups to 

one-on-one discipleship. Encouragement and equipping 

happens when women pray, serve, minister, celebrate and 

grieve together at every stage of life. When these types of 

communities gather, the whole church body benefits. The 

up-coming generations need this type of Christ-centered 

community more than ever—not just ‘celebrities’ at large 

conferences but real women in real-life congregations. 

Sherry Popke from Community Baptist Church in Vernon, 

BC recently explained it beautifully “We as women are a 

special thread in the weaving of the church tapestry. We 

can be the thread that draws people together, connecting 

the colors of ministry and care. If the women aren’t connec-

ting the families aren’t either. When the women and their 

families are connected, the church family thrives. It is an 

artistry of colours, outreach, helping, encouragement, 

teaching, mentorship and discipleship.” 

Women’s ministry shouldn’t isolate women from the rest 

of the congregation. In fact, it shouldn’t aim for the good of 

women alone but for the good of the whole church. As 

women build each other up they become increasingly 

godly, prayerful connectors within the body of Christ. Our 

faith does not thrive in solitude. 

So, are women’s ministries still relevant in 2017? They are 

relevant when they radiate authentic Christ-centered com-

munities. Women’s ministries bring a unique way to grow 

in intimacy with God. They do not (nor should they) all look 

and function the same. The model and its methods can and 

should change with new generations but the mission re-

mains the same.  

Submitted by Christa Eisbrenner 

Christa is new to the role of  National Director of  Women’s 
Ministries for the BGC and is excited to see what God is 

doing in and through the women of our Conference. 

 

BGC Women’s Ministries Team 

Chris Newton, Marcy Harrison, Laura Schular, 
Christa Eisbrenner, Julie Robinson, Jacquelyn  
Shrimer (missing) 

We continue to hear of women interested in lea-

dership training so the School of Women in Ministry 

is currently under revision! The website and the cur-

riculum are in process of up-

dating to serve you better. 

Please email christa@bgc.ca 

for questions or suggestions. 

 

Launching the 2017 —2020 Mission Project! 

Special Delivery Philippines: Mission Project     

2014 – 2017 

A word of thanks from Eva 

 “The women of the BGCC are amazing! You have reached out and 

shown love to Filipino women who have needed it. Since our new Birth-

ing Clinic has opened on December 10, 2016 we've heard many words 

of thanksgiving from women who are able to deliver here.  

Thank you for your generosity.  May God continue to be glorified 

through these gifts and through the hands of our midwives.  I look 

forward to seeing many of you this June 2017 during our                  

furlough.  God bless you all!” Eva 

Please go to www.bgc.ca/ministries/womens-ministries/missions-

projects  for the full message. Check out the Birthing Clinic Video (2017)   https://vimeo.com/200456696  

Anna & Gordon  Mackenzie 

Anna and Gordon are serving in Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras. Working with ministry partners 

they develop, disciple, equip and encourage 

local pastors and leaders, as well as assisting 

with care and ministering to “the least of 

these”. Which includes girls and boys in pri-

son, transition homes, and pre-schools for 

poor children. We are partnering with them 

and Manos Extendidas to bring love and hope 

to girls, 12-18 years, in prison. 

http://www.bgc.ca/ministries/womens-ministries/missions-projects
http://www.bgc.ca/ministries/womens-ministries/missions-projects
https://vimeo.com/200456696

