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BAPTISM

Baptism has been practiced almost universally by the church since its inception in the first
century. Over the centuries, there have been some differences in the mode of baptism as well
as opinions on who may be baptized and when. For example, some traditions practice
sprinkling while others full immersion; some baptize infants, seeing the act as a seal and sign of
God’s promise of grace towards the child to be experienced at some later date, whereas our
tradition sees baptism as a choice a person makes after having put their faith in Christ (hence
the term Believer’s Baptism). This short position paper will outline our historical understanding
of baptism as well as provide a biblical rationale for the position.

What Does Baptism Mean?

Baptism is an outward sign of inward faith in Jesus Christ. As such it is both a declaration of
the gospel and a testimony of a personal, experiential reality. In a sense, the person being
baptized is putting on the “brand” of Jesus- identifying themselves with Christ and His saving
work for them.

Baptism is an act of obedience to the commands of Jesus, ' declaring the believer’s faith in
and identification with their crucified, buried, and risen Saviour. > The believer being baptized is
immersed beneath the waters in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, “which
expresses the believer’s death to sin and the burial of their old life, and then are raised out of
the water, which expresses the believer’s resurrection to a new kingdom life in Jesus Christ.”’
(See Romans 6:1-10). The accompanying testimony in which the candidate shares some of their
story in coming to faith in Jesus Christ and the accompanying symbolic reenactment of the
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus are a powerful verbal and visual proclamation of the
gospel. This is why baptism Sundays are always so potent and moving. Furthermore, baptism
identifies the Christian with Jesus,4 the universal church,’ and the local church,® which is why it
is a prerequisite for membership at Arrowsmith, with baptism candidates encouraged to
consider becoming members.

Baptism signifies the sealing of a covenant with God,” similar to the wedding ceremony
sealing a covenant between husband and wife. This understanding formed the basis for the
early Baptist emphasis on the church as a covenant community and baptism as the act by which
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the covenant is sealed. Therefore, it is seen as a public testimony of the Christian’s lifelong
commitment to God.

Who Should Be Baptized?

Jesus commanded that all Christians be baptized.® The apostles commanded that all
Christians be baptized, which explains why the book of Acts and early church records show
that baptism was practiced consistently.

The consistent witness of the New Testament is that someone first believes in Jesus and then
is baptized. We see six lines of support for this position in the New Testament.

l. In the precursor to Christian Baptism, John the Baptizer required that people repent
of sin before being baptized.’

2. Every baptism in the New Testament is preceded by repentance of sin and faith in
Jesus."

3. Baptism is reserved solely for those who have put on Christ."

4. Baptism shows personal identification with the death, burial, and resurrection of

Jesus. This can only happen when someone has trusted in Christ for salvation. '*

5. The Bible does record occurrences where entire households were baptized." In
these cases, the bible also records that each member of these households believed in
Jesus and was saved.'*

6. Both Jesus and the apostles gave the command for disciples to be baptized as an
expression of that discipleship. °

For these reasons, we see sincere faith as the necessary precursor to being baptized, which
is why we do not baptize infants as some traditions do.
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Do You Have To Be Baptized To Be Saved?

Salvation is solely a gift given to those who have put their faith in the grace of God to forgive
their sins through the death and resurrection of Jesus."> For example when the Philippian jailor
asked Paul what he needed to do to be saved, Paul did not mention baptism but simply said,
“Believe in the Lord Jesus.”'® Likewise Jesus promised the thief on the cross that “Today you
will be with me in paradise,” though he had not been baptized."” Someone can be unbaptized
and yet be a Christian who is destined for heaven.

However it is also the consistent pattern in the New Testament that those who put their
faith in Christ sought to express this by means of baptism. This act was normally completed as
soon as feasible.'® In the mind of the early church, then, faith was not merely a private decision,
but a personal commitment requiring public expression. An “unbaptized Christian” was
therefore totally foreign to the understanding of the early church. Those who put their faith in
Christ wanted to be obedient to Christ and the apostles’ teaching so they were baptized.

Being baptized does not make someone a Christian; faith in Christ does. Not being baptized
does not stop someone from being a Christian. But a Christian should be baptized.

How Should Baptism Be Administered?

Among Christian churches there are three modes by which people are baptized: pouring,
practiced by certain Anabaptist denominations; sprinkling, practiced by many Western Christian
traditions; and immersion, practiced by most in the Believer’s Baptism tradition.

We believe that the Bible teaches baptism by immersion. It is the only mode associated with
baptism in the bible and the only mode which expresses the meaning of baptism as outlined in
Romans 6:1-10. Paul proclaims that our baptism is a baptism into the death of Jesus (as
represented by going into the water, where the believer is “buried” in the water) and just as he
was raised to life we too are raised to walk in new life, (as seen in our coming out of the water.
Where every square inch of our body has been immersed and is wet, symbolizing that the new
life in Christ touches every part of us.)

The term “baptize” and “baptism” are transliterations from the Greek term baptizo, meaning
“to dip,” “to immerse,” or “to surround with,” in contrast to hrantizo, “to sprinkle.” Likewise,
the descriptions of baptism in the New Testament make reference to “going down into the
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water”'” and in Jesus’ own baptism, “coming up out of the water.”*® In conclusion, Christians
should be baptized in the same manner as Jesus, immersed in water and then brought forth. In
doing so, they are identifying with and visually illustrating the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus.

Why Do We Ask People To Share Their Story At Their Baptism?

Because we see in the bible that baptism follows belief, it is important for us to hear that the
person baptized has indeed put their faith in Jesus.

Secondly, it provides clarification of what people are witnessing. Many people have had some
religious exposure and have come to believe that the act of getting wet in a church means they
are a Christian. A Christian’s testimony both clarifies the symbol and verbally articulates the
gospel through their own story.

Furthermore, it is so encouraging and inspiring to hear some of the details as to how God
led the person to that place. It gives them the opportunity to boast in the Lord. So the
testimony given provides four things to those in witness: confirmation of their faith in Christ;
clarification that we are not saved by a religious rite by faith in Christ alone; proclamation of the
gospel by which they are saved, and inspiration to us all that God is still in the business of
changing lives.

Can People Be Rebaptized?

Of the two sacred ordinances of the church, one is repeatable (communion), the other is not
(baptism). Just as a believer is saved once, the moment they put their faith in Christ, the
identification with Christ in baptism is also a one-time occurrence.

Naturally, as Christians grow in their relationship with Christ and in the grace and knowledge
of Jesus, they will continue to better understand and appreciate the gospel into which they
were baptized. However, to say “But it means so much more to me now than it did when |
was first baptized” is not a reason to be rebaptized, for a growing believer would always be able
to make that claim.

Furthermore, the thinking “I'm a way better Christian now than | was then” is also not a
reason to be baptized again. In fact, it shows a misunderstanding of the act. A person is not
baptized into their good works, or into their understanding, or into their strong moral lifestyle.

' Acts 8:39
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They are baptized into Jesus Christ. It has very little to do with what you have done, but rather
it is all about what he has done on the believer’s behalf.

The only exception we make to this is a person who was baptized as an infant and feels they
never got to make that choice (their parents did) and wants to choose to follow Christ in
obedience, now that they believe. In this case, we would gladly baptize a person.

Referenced Scriptures

Matthew 3:2,6 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” ¢ and they were baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

Matthew 3:16 © And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming to rest on him

Matthew 28:19-20 '° Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Mark 1:4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. John 4:53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to
him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household.

Luke 23:43 And he said to him, “Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

John 3:23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there,
and people were coming and being baptized

John 4:53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.”
And he himself believed, and all his household.

Acts 2:38-41 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
3'For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to himself.” 4° And with many other words he bore witness and continued to
exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” ' So those who received
his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 8:18-19 '® Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, he offered them money, '® saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on
whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8:35-39 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the
good news about Jesus. * And as they were going along the road they came to some water,
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and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 3 And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch,
and he baptized him. ** And when they came up out of the water.....

Acts 10:44-48 * While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard
the word. #° And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 4¢ For they
were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 4’ “Can anyone
withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 4
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to
remain for some days.

Acts 11:14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your
household.’

Acts 16:14-15 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller
of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to
what was said by Paul. '° And after she was baptized, and her household as well

Acts 16:29-36 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down
before Paul and Silas. **Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?”
31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. * And he took them
the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his
family. 3 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along
with his entire household that he had believed in God.

35 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 3¢ And the jailer
reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come
out now and go in peace.”

Acts 16:31-33 *'And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” *2 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.
33And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized
at once, he and all his family.

Acts 18:8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire
household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.

Acts 19:1-7 And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the inland
country and came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.” ® And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s
baptism.”  And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” ® On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. ® And when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy
Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying. ’ There were about
twelve men in all.
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Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling
on his name.’

Romans 6:1-10 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? * Do you not know that all of us who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4+ We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. *We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. ’For one who has
died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with him. ® We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. 1° For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he
lives to God.

1 Corinthians 1:16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know
whether | baptized anyone else.) '"For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the
gospel

1 Corinthians 12:13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 3For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures

1 Corinthians 16:15 Now | urge you, brothers—you know that the household of Stephanas
were the first converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the service of the
saints.

Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Colossians 2:12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with
him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.

1 Peter 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ.



