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Why Women’s Ministries in 2017 

Impact Partnerships Needed 

Women’s Ministries continues through the 

generous support of BGC churches and indi-

viduals. Help impact our communities for 

Christ with valuable resources provided in 

partnership with the National Women’s Mi-

nistries Team.  

Go to www.bgc.ca/about-us/donate 

Join us on the Honduras  

Partnership Team 
The deadline for the Women's Ministries Part-

nership Team to Honduras in March has 

been extended until November 30th. If you 

are still considering joining us, apply NOW! 

mobilized.org/pp/b9/-hands-extended-to-

honduras-2018 

 

 Reflecting the Light 

My husband and I were driving home one night in 
the kind of dark you find in the country. There were 
no street lights and the headlights of our car pushed 
back the darkness only so far. As we neared a bend 
in the road, our headlights shone on reflectors 
which showed us where to turn. Those reflectors 
were not a light source themselves but they re-
flected back the light of the headlights to show the 
way. As I drove further down the unfamiliar road, 
God showed me how our lives are like reflectors. In 
and of ourselves we are not a light to others yet we 
can reflect the light of Jesus to those around us and 
help them see the way. Then, when we accomplish 
something, the glory and the thanks goes not to us 
the reflectors, but to God, who is the source of all 
light. 

God’s Reflectors 

Throughout my life, I have been  very blessed by  

 

Upcoming Events 

BGC 2020 Summit: February 20-22 

Hands Extended to Honduras: 

March 17-23 

National Celebration: June 14-16 

School of Women in Ministry: Fall 

2018???? 

For more details: www.bgc.ca 

women who have reflected God’s light to me in diffe-
rent seasons of my life. In my 20s, God called me to 
serve with Youth With A Mission (YWAM) in Kyiv, 
Ukraine. This was a big leap into the unknown for me 
and at first I felt like I was in exile from all those I loved 
back home. Yet during that season God brought many 
special women into my life who taught me what it 
meant to live by faith. One in particular, Vicki, was the 
wife of the director. She showed me how to listen for 
God’s direction and to trust Him to provide. Years la-
ter, with my husband in full time faith-based ministry 
in East Vancouver, the way she lived her life continues 
to encourage me to believe that God is sufficient. Even 
when the end of the month rolls around and there isn’t 
enough money to pay staff salaries. 

Early in our marriage, my husband and I went through 
a season of infertility. It was a dark time for me and 
one that really challenged my faith. Into this season, 
God brought Rose, another dear friend, to reflect His 
light in the darkness . As Rose  trusted God while she 

Partner with us to: 

1. Raise money to establish a girls transi-
tion home 

2. Provide practical resources for the girls 
prison 

3. Build relationships through a Women's 
Ministry Partnership Team March 17-23 

http://www.bgc.ca/about-us/donate


 

 

Reflecting the Light continued from page 1 

watched her husband suffer and getting sicker with 
no clear cause, she showed me how to persevere in 
faith. Her spirits remained high and her hope in the 
Lord unwavering. Her example and her faithful 
prayers helped keep me going until God brought 
three kids into our lives to adopt in February 2016. 

Who in your life has reflected God’s light to you? 

Being Imitators of Christ 

“Be imitators of God, as beloved children; and live in 
love, just as Christ also loved you.” (Eph. 5:1-2 NASB) 

The more we grow to be like Christ, the more we 
reflect his light to those around us. It’s not about us! 
Our job is to imitate Christ, to do as he did. Ephesians 
4:32-5:2 gives three concrete ways we can imitate 
Christ. 

 Firstly, we forgive each other as God in Christ has 
forgiven us. As Christians we can talk about for-
giveness so often that it almost becomes an assump-
tion. “I’m a Christian, so of course I forgive.” In this 
season of my life, I often find myself just wanting to 
blow my top when my child is not listening again...or 
when my children are arguing again! I feel like I use 
up my quota to forgive 70 times 7 in a single week! I 
often need to just walk away from my children and 
take a breath, or many breaths, before I can calm 
myself down enough to even want to forgive them! 
The ability to truly forgive comes from Christ alone. 
When I am angry with my kids again I realize that 
maybe the 70 times 7 is how many times God needs 
to forgive me! 

Secondly, we are told to walk in love just as Christ 
also loved us. Sometimes people are easy to love. 
You meet someone and you just connect with them. 
You have things in common or share a similar sense 
of humour. They are the people who have your back, 
who are there for you through thick and thin.   

However, what about a co-worker who continues to 
talk about you behind your back or seems driven to 
compete about everything. Or that person in your life 
who doesn’t follow through and expects you to pick 
up the slack? How do we walk in love then? Do you  
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Pamelina Chang is from Lansdowne Baptist Church in 
Edmonton, but is currently residing in Langley as she pur-

sues her Masters of Divinity at ACTS Seminary. She has 
served as a missionary in South East Asia and has worked 
with youth and young adults for the last ten years. When 
she isn't deep in studies, she loves nerding out on comic 

books.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Jacquelyn Shrimer has an MSc in Hydrology, which she 
has used to promote water supply and management lo-
cally and globally. She enjoys exploring God's creation 

and serving as an elder and on the missions committee at 
Calvary Baptist Church in Coquitlam.  

see why we are the reflectors not the source of 
light? Only he can help us love people when they 
are messy and difficult. We love because Christ 
loves us.  

Lastly, we are to give ourselves up for others as a 
sacrifice to God. I find this a tricky one. I once had a 
roommate who was living away from home for the 
first time. She rarely did her dishes. Our apartment 
in Ukraine had a teeny tiny kitchen which meant 
that if I wanted to cook my own dinner, I would 
have to do her dishes first! It was a sacrifice on my 
part. After all, it wasn’t my mess to clean up! But 
was that sacrifice a fragrant offering to God? Or did 
my sacrifice stink with complaining and irritation 
with my roommate? Both Cain and Abel equally 
made sacrifices to the Lord but only one of those 
sacrifices did God accept. That alone makes me 
stop in my tracks and ask God to help me. I need 
his help to lay down my life as Christ did, freely 
without wanting everyone to notice what a great 
sacrifice I made. Only then will his light be reflected 
in me. 

In what ways do you think you are reflecting God’s 
light to others well? Is there one area where you 
feel like God is challenging you to reflect his light 
better? 

Reflecting God is a Journey 

Some days we reflect God’s light better than 
others. I think the key is to watch where we are 
directing our attention. If we are facing God, and 
focusing on him, we will naturally reflect his light. 
If, however, we are turned towards ourselves or 
even towards others around us trying to please 
them, we will reflect less of his light. Hopefully it’s 
freeing to realize that God never intended us to 
generate light ourselves. He merely wants us to 
reflect his light, his love, his forgiveness to others. 
As we do so, we may help light the path ahead for  
those who feel like they are travelling on a dark 
country road and can’t see the path ahead. 

By Alison Wagler 

Alison is a teacher and the mother of three kids 
with her husband Joel. God brought their family 
together through adoption in February 
2016. Alison has been a missionary in the Ukraine 
and in the wilds of East Vancouver. Alison enjoys 
writing, reading, being near the ocean and good 
talks with friends far and wide.  

 
 

 

In November I am celebrating one year as 

National Director of Women's Ministries for 

the BGC. I have traveled from Vancouver to 

Montreal with a desire to build relationships 

and see women growing spiritually. Women's 

Ministries is part of the national vision 

to make disciples and spread the gospel of 

Jesus Christ in our communities, Canada and 

the nations. We are 

also relaunching the 

School of Women in 

Ministry with this 

vision in 

mind.  Christa 

Eisbrenner  


